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Whatis Té’t ? B . S e

. Tét Nguyén Dén, or “Festival of the First Day of the Year”, is
Vietham’s most important celebration, symbolizing family reunions,
setting aside past troubles, and hoping for a better year ahead.

« The 2026 TET in Vietnam is the Year of the Horse (Binh Ngo) and is
from Tuesday 17th February to Friday 20" February; covering Tét
Lunar New Year’s Eve (17 Feb), First (18 Feb, Second (19 Feb), and
Third (20 Feb) of Tét Nguyén Déan. Vietnamese traditionally celebrate
Tét from the 15th day of the 12th lunar month to the 15th day of the
1% lunar month. And, even today, business slows down two weeks
before and two weeks after TET.

« According to the Viethamese zodiac, Lunar New Year 2026 is the
Year of the Fire Horse (Binh Ngo). The Horse is a symbol of energy,
independence, confidence, and progress.

« Representing movement and vitality, the Horse year brings
opportunities for action, innovation, and bold personal growth.
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EeoRIEOonNI Years of the Horse Famous people born in

Year of the Horse are include the Year of the Horse
believed to be

( intelligent ) 1 906 1 91 8 - Theodore Roosevelt
CqUiCk-thinkinQD 1 930 1 942 . Harrison Ford y
(Ieadership ) 1 954 1 966 .

(enthusiastic) 1978 1990 . Clint Eastwood

(independent) 2 0 O 2 2 0 1 4 - Nelson Mandela

free spirit » Kobe Bryant
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The Preparations (1-2 Weeks Before Tét)
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Spiritual & Relational Housecleaning

Resolve Conflicts & Clear Debts

The most important
preparation. Families strive to
settle all personal disputes
(with family, friends, colleagues)
and pay off monetary debts
before the year ends.

The family visits the graves of
ancestors to clean, decorate " N
with flowers, and invite their =
spirits home for the Tét .
celebration. This shows respect

and ensures ancestral

protection.
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The Preparations (1-2 Weeks Before Tét)

Physical Housecleaning & Decoration

Thorough Cleaning (Don Dep

Nha Cura)

Every corner of the house is cleaned—from
ceilings to floors, behind furniture, and Iin
drawers. Dust and clutter symbolize stagnant,
old energy. The cleaning is usually completed
before New Year’s Eve, as sweeping or taking out
trash during Tét is believed to sweep away new
luck.

Fix leaky faucets, cracked ‘
tiles, or broken doors. This

prevents “leaking” wealth and

allows energy to flow

smoothly.

Decoration with Symbolic Colors

Hoa Bao Hoa Mai Cay Quét Red and Gold Accents
(Peach Blossom -  (Yellow Apricot Blossoms - (Kumquat Tree) (Red L_antem_. Couplets,
North) South) Five-fruit tray)
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The Preparations (1-2 Weeks Before Tét) o
Ritual Shopping & Preparation sﬁfn

RELOCATION

New Clothes (Ao M&i)

Every family member, especially children, On the 23rd day of the last lunar month,
gets at least one set of brand new families give a send-off for the Kitchen Gods
clothes, preferably in lucky colors (red, .| (three gods) who report to the Jade Emperor

about the household’s year. They offer a
ceremony with carp fish (his vehicle to
heaven), votive papers, and sweets.

yellow, new prints for 2026). Wearing
new clothes on the first day symbolizes
a fresh start.

Stocking the Pantry

The kitchen should be fully stocked for the first 3 days of Tét, as there’s a belief that
one should not shop or cook extensively during this time to preserve luck. Essential
items include:

Bénh Chung, Gid, .
Thit Kho candied fruits (mcrt) Fresh fruft
for Tét dishes for guests for offerings




The Preparations (1-2 Weeks Before Tét)

Final Ritual Offerings & Family Time

Setting Up the Ancestral Altar

This is the sacred center of the home. It iIs cleaned meticulously
and decorated with:

Mam Ngli Qua Banh Chung/Banh Tét, Incense, Flowers, and
(Five-Fruit Tray) Gio, Xol, Ga Ludc Betel Leaves

Cung Giao Thira (New Year’s Eve Offering)

At the exact moment the old year turns into the new (midnight),
families perform two offerings:

indoors at the Altar

To Invite ancestors to celebrate
Tét with the family

To welcome the new
governing deity of the year

Cung Giao Thira (New Year’s Eve Offering)

Held on New Year’s Eve. This is the most important meal of the year,
where all family members must strive to be present. It signifies

gratitude for the past year and unity for the year to come.
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Food & Flowers of Tét R

In the Viethamese language, to celebrate Tét is to an Tét, literally
meaning “eat Tét”, showing the importance of food in the
celebration. Some of the dishes can be enjoyed all year-round,
while other dishes are only served during Tét.

The Essential Ritual & Offering Dishes

Béanh Chung / Banh Tét
(Sticky Rice Cakes)

Sliced into portions, often
pan-fried for crispiness, and
eaten with pickled onions (cu
kiéu) or Viethamese sausage.

e T e

Gld/Cha Lya (Viethamese

Steamed Pork Sausage)
Sliced and arranged neatly on S 0 R S S S
a plate. Essential for the altar
and as a key component of
other dishes.

y \ X4l (Sticky Rice)
A Sticky rice symbolizes family
| | closeness and prosperity. The
& ‘ ’_— grains sticking together represent
\\ = Y. family members staying
\ L L p— connected.
Ga Ludc (Bolled Whole
Chicken)
Boiled whole, head and feet
intact, presented upright on the
altar as a noble offering. Eaten ™ ® -
with salt, pepper, and lime dip ’5% SANTA FE
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Food & Flowers of Tét

Dishes for Abundance & Prosperity

Thit Kho Tau / Thit Kho Nwé'c Dira
(Braised Pork & Eggs in Coconut Water)

Traditionally cooked in

a large pot to last several days, so the §

mother (who does most Tét cooking) can rest. Represents | :
endurance and foresight.

Canh Khd Qua Nhdi Thit
(Bitter Melon Soup with Pork)

Eating bitterness now for a sweet year ahead. The bitter melon (kho
qua) symbolizes the hardships of the old year being swallowed,
making way for sweetness. The stuffed filling represents abundance

within.

Cha Gio / Nem Ran

(Viethamese Fried Spring Rolls)

Crispy rolls wrapped in lettuce and herbs with dipping
sauce (hnuédc mam pha). A crowd-pleasing appetizer.

Dua Hanh / Cu Kléu
(Pickied Spring
Onions & Leeks)

Hat Dura
MGt Tét (Red Roasted
(Candled Frults & Seeds) Watermelon Seeds)
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Food & Flowers of Tét

Dishes for Luck, Longevity & Purity

Com T4m (Broken Rice) A
Modem Favorite

While not traditional, it's now a
popular comfort food served during
Tét, especially in the South. It
symbolizes making the most of what
you have (broken rice grains were
once considered less valuable) and
turning it into something delicious—a
metaphor for resilience and ingenuity.

o tete ety
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Frults for the Five-Frult Tray
(Ma&m Ngii Qud)

This centerpiece altar offering
represents the hope for a fruitful,
abundant year. The  “five”
represents the five elements and
the five Dblessings: prosperity,
longevity, health, peace, and safe
passage.

South: Prefers puns. Mang Cau
(soursop) = prayer/wish; Sung (fig) =
abundance; Dwa  (coconut) =
matching sound for “vura” (enough);
Pu Pu (papaya) = “du” (sufficient);
Xoai (mango) = “xai” (spending).

North: Focuses on color and
elegance: Buddha’s hand (phat thu),
bananas (chu6i), pomelo (buoi),
peaches (dao), kumquats (quat).



Tét-etiquette

Share Your Li Xi

. Li xi (lucky money) is given by elders or superiors to younger people, such as
parents to children, adults to friends’ children, teachers to students, and
managers to employees.

. Li xi1 is given in small red envelopes and is usually exchanged during the first
days of the New Year, with new banknotes traditionally preferred as they are
believed to bring good luck.

« Suggested amounts:
+ Full-time staff: VND 200,000-500,000
+ Other staff (e.g., trash collectors, security): VND 50,000-200,000.
+ Children: VND 20,000-100,000.

Bonus Time

. |If you have household helpers such as drivers or gardeners, it is customary
to pay their salaries together with Li Xi or a bonus before Tét. The bonus
usually depends on their length of service and your satisfaction with their
work. Employees who have worked for over a year typically receive at least
one month’s salary, which may increase to two or three months. Those with
less than a year of service may receive a prorated bonus based on their
working time.

- Before Tét begins, employers give their staff their salary and bonus in red
envelopes and wish them a happy Tét with their families. If bonuses have
already been paid at the end of the calendar or fiscal year, a smaller Li Xi
amount is usually given for good luck.
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New to Vietnam? Or for a reminder

Common Wishes for Tét

« Chuc Mirng Nam M¢ai (Chook
moong numb moi) - Happy New
Year

. S6ng lau tram tudi (Sowng l-ow
chrum th-ui) - Live to be 100 years
old - used by children for elders.

- An khang thinh vuwong (Ang
khang tinh vuong) - Security, good
health, and prosperity

- Van su’ nhu y (Vant su nhu ee) -
May a myriad of things go
according to your will

- Strc khoé doi dao (Suok kewa yoi
yao) - Plenty of health

- Cung hi phat tai (Khung he fak th-ai)
- (from the Cantonese, Gung hay fat
choy) Congratulations and be
prosperous

. Tién vO nhu nwéc (Th-ien voh nhu
nhuk) - May money flow in like water
- used informally

- Nhiéu may man (nhew maye manh)
- Good luck

Dos and Please Don’ts and a Few Words of Caution

DO

. Xong Pat (First Footing): The first
visitor after midnight is believed to set
the tone for the year, so families choose
someone lucky and successful.

. Chuc Tét (New Year’s Greeting):
Children greet elders with New Year
wishes and receive Li Xi, while elders
give blessings and advice.

. Visiting Family and Friends: The first
days are spent visiting family, friends,
teachers, and business relations to
strengthen bonds.

- Temple Visits: Families visit temples to
pray for health, peace, and good luck,
and to gather luck (di hai 16c).

DON'T

« Sweeping or taking out the trash on
the first day, as it may sweep away
luck and wealth.

- Using bad language, arguing,
crying, or scolding children, since
harmony is important.

- Breaking items such as plates or
mirrors, which symbolize bad luck.

. Visiting or being the first guest if
one has recently experienced loss
or misfortune.

- Asking for debt repayment or
lending money on the first day.

m*"
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What to give for Tét?

Giving gifts in Vietnam during the Tét holiday should focus on the
Viethamese symbols of good luck. Here are among the most popular
gifts given:

Hoa Mal & Hoa Pao

Live, blooming flowers symbolize the rebirth of
spring, while fruit blossoms represent the start of a
new crop cycle. Both are popular purchases during
Tét.

In southern Vietham, Hoa Mai with its vibrant
yellow blooms is highly favored. In the North, Hoa
Pao thrives, as it grows well in dry and cold

weather.
Kumquat Tree Wine & Gift Greeting Cards
Baskets
Red ltems

Red symbolizes good luck, prosperity,
joyfulness and contentment. Whichever
gifts you plan to give, place a priority on
the red and yellow (gold) and avoid dark
colors.
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Tét Gift Giving

What NOT to give for Tét?

Several gifts are considered taboo, including watches, clocks
(associated with death); knives, scissors, forks (cutting good luck)
anything black (ink, coffee), anything related to fire (lighter) and
handkerchiefs (as it symbolizes tears and sweat in the New Year).
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EVENT &
ACTIVITIES




Viethamese Tét Festival -

Youth Cultural House

Tét Flower Markets - City-

wide market events

Phu My Hung Spring Flower Festival
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Spring Flower Festival
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Tao Dan Park

Binh Ngo Tet Book Street Festival

Nguyen Hue Tet Flower Street

Amusement Parks



Cinemas

Lunar New Year’s Eve Fireworks
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NEW YEAR CALENDAR EVENT
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HO CHI MINH CITY
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Tét Flower Markets

Hoa Lo Prison Relic

Van Mieu-Quoc Tu Giam




The Imperial Citadel of Thang Long

The Huong Pagoda

The Cultural Exchange Center of Hanoi Old Quarter

Arts and Culture Center

Hanoi Studio Gallery
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Vietham Museum of Ethnology

Vietham National Village for Ethnic Culture and Tourism

National Archives Centre N1

Cinemas |
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Lunar New Year’s Eve Fireworks
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NEW YEAR CALENDAR EVENT
HA NOI CITY

2 Feb

Tet Flower
Markets

Van Mieu — Quoc
Tu Giam

Hoa Lo Prison
Relic

3 Feb

Tet Flower
Markets

Van Mieu — Quoc
Tu Giam

Hoa Lo Prison
Relic

4 Feb

Tet Flower
Markets

Van Mieu — Quoc
Tu Giam

Van Mieu Night
Tour
Hoa Lo Prison
Relic

5 Feb

Tet Flower
Markets

Van Mieu — Quoc
Tu Giam

Hoa Lo Prison
Relic

6 Feb

Tet Flower
Markets

Van Mieu — Quoc
Tu Giam

Hoa Lo Prison

Relic

7 Feb

Tet Flower
Markets

Van Mieu — Quoc
Tu Giam

Van Mieu Night
Tour

Hoa Lo Prison
Relic

8 Feb

Tet Flower
Markets

Van Mieu — Quoc
Tu Giam

Van Mieu Night
Tour

Hoa Lo Prison
Relic

9 Feb

Tet Flower
Markets

Van Mieu — Quoc
Tu Giam

Hoa Lo Prison
Relic

10 Feb

Tet Flower
Markets

Van Mieu — Quoc
Tu Giam

Hoa Lo Prison
Relic

11 Feb

Tet Flower
Markets

Van Mieu — Quoc
Tu Giam

Van Mieu Night
Tour

Hoa Lo Prison
Relic

12 Feb

Tet Flower
Markets

Van Mieu — Quoc
Tu Giam

Hoa Lo Prison
Relic

13 Feb

Tet Flower
Markets

Van Mieu — Quoc
Tu Giam

Hoa Lo Prison
Relic

14 Feb

Tet Flower
Markets

Van Mieu — Quoc
Tu Giam

Van Mieu Night
Tour

15 Feb

Tet Flower
Markets

Van Mieu — Quoc
Tu Giam

Van Mieu Night
Tour

16 Feb

Van Mieu — Quoc
Tu Giam

Hoa Lo Prison
Relic

NEW YEAR's
EVE Fireworks

17 Feb

Van Mieu — Quoc
Tu Giam

Hoa Lo Prison
Relic

Temple & Pagoda
Visits

18 Feb

Hoa Lo Prison
Relic

Cultural &
Historical Sites
Open

Van Mieu Night
Tour

19 Feb

Hoa Lo Prison
Relic

Cultural &
Historical Sites

Open

20 Feb
Hoa Lo Prison
Relic

Cultural &
Historical Sites
Open

Imperial Citadel of
Thang Long
reopens

21 Feb

Cultural &
Historical Sites
Open

Van Mieu Night
Tour

22 Feb

Van Mieu Night
Tour

Van Mieu — Quoc
Tu Giam

Hoa Lo Prison
Relic

Imperial Citadel
of Thang Long
Huong Pagoda
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Santa Fe in the Community ——

Santa Fe Relocation are proud supporters of
international school’s events as well as several
community events, orphanages, remote villages etc. SAN}A Fr
Reach out to us if you would like to learn more on how RELOCATION
we can support your community and events.
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Santa Fe inthe Community —

HUMAN AND DIGITAL

CONSISTENT AND COMPLIANT

GLOBAL AND LOCAL

Our services span the
entire relocation journey,
from moving, immigration,
destination services,

compensation and
expense management, to
full assignment
management solutions.

Our teams deliver to a
consistently high standard
globally through our own
operations in selected
countries and through our

Santa Fe Relocation is a
global mobility company,
specializing in managing
and delivering high-quality
relocation services across network of approved partners
the globe. We are your worldwide. Santa Fe delivers a

trusted partner for a stress- fully integrated and seamless
free and seamless move. relocation experience.

27



Experience Efficiency

With 60 years of Our dedication to For Santa Fe Relocation,
experience, and a global managing the entire movement means
network spanning 38 process allows us to growth.

countries and 60 deliver a simplified, o
languages, were your Armed with drive and

. smooth and timely . .
bridge across borders, _ _ innovation, we never
making sure that you service for our clients. stay still, always
have an all access Improving our service to
experience of the world. do better and go further.

We can move you anywhere in the world—wherever you want to go. We
have 64 offices In 38 countries worldwide and we’re supported by over
15,000 carefully selected global partners

We are not just global; we are your local moving company too. So, whether
you’re moving across the road, to a new city or from one end of the
country to another, be sure to let us take you home.
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Santa Fe Moving offers professional domestic and international moving
services of unrivalled quality, all expertly designed to provide a seamless

relocation journey. We cater for all types of moves from home removals and
expert diplomatic moves to business relocation and move management
services. We’ve designed a flexible range of solutions to meet the needs of
your organisation and relocating employees.

Visa & Immigration

Santa Fe Immigration offers a global capability to manage your immigration
programme in an intelligent, cost-eective way, backed up by local insights and legal
expertise to help ensure you are heading in the right direction. We have one of the
largest and most experienced corporate immigration legal practices in the global

mobility industry. Discover the best in immigration solutions from visas, residence and
work permit applications worldwide to immigration consulting and business travel
management solutions.

Destination Services

Santa Fe Destination Services supports employees and their families as they begin
their lives in a new location. Our award-winning services are tailored to you and your
employees’ needs. We oer a full set of local support solutions, from departure

services to home nding, school search, language and cultural training and more.
These are designed to ensure a smooth transition and help your assignees settle in.
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ESTABLISHMENT
OPENING
SCHEDULE
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A Note on Opening Hours:

Help Us Improve Next Year's Guide:

Businesses:
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A Note on Opening_Hours:

Help Us Improve Next Year's Guide:

Businesses:

95



'he Santa Fe team would like to extend our heartfelt appreciation to
tan Viét Phuong Thao for her valuable contribution to the design of
this Tét Survival Guide 2026.

Currently majoring in Public Relations at Van Lang University, Thao
contributed significantly to the development of this brochure through
her background Iin media and digital marketing. Her thoughtful

approach, creative perspective, and strong commitment helped shape
a final product that conveys the warmth of Tét and engages our
audience in a genuine way.

Thank you, Thao, for your hard work and commitment. Your efforts
have made a meaningful impact, and we are truly grateful for your
support.

Email: phuongthao16002@gmail.com
Phone: (+84) 916 958 757




At Santa Fe Relocation, we are 1,300 people speaking 66 languages
working in 38 countries with 64 oces thriving as one team. Find your local

oce on our website www.SantaFeRelo.com and speak to our consultants
about your relocation need.

Ha Address: Suite 821, 8th Floor, Vietham Trade Union
_ Hotel, 14 Tran Binh Trong Street, Cua Nam Ward
N O} Phone: (+84) 908 096 222

Address: 4th Floor, Thien Son Building, 5 Nguyen Gia
Thieu Street, Xuan Hoa Ward

Phone: (+84) 908 096 222

Stephanie Ralainarivo - Country Director

R, (+84) 908 096 222

u vietham@santaferelo.com

@m SantaFeRelo.com




